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Homemakers,  today's  report  from  our  Washington  correspondent  is  entitled 
"The  Tale  of  the  Handsome  Pine, "  meaning  the  southern  yellow  pine. 

No  doubt  you  are  familiar  with  that  popular  old  novel,   "The  Trail  of 
the  Lonesome  Pine. "    Well,  the  tree  described  today  is  anything  but  lonesome: 
more  than  one  hundred  million  of  these  handsome,  stately  trees  are  working 
for  us  every  day,  and  many  more  millions  are  standing  in  reserve. 

If  you  have  heard  previous  talks  about  the  southern  yellow  pine,  you 
have  guessed  by  now  that  this  report  deals  with  turpentine  and  rosin,  known 
as  "naval  stores,"  (although  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Navy),  and  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  Naval  Stores  Act.    (which  also  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Navy) . 

The  Naval  Stores  Act,   enforced  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration, 
provides  for  Federal  inspection  and  grading  of  turpentine  and  rosin,  and  for 
the  regulation  of  traffic  therein.     And  if  there's  anybody  in  the  audience 
today  who  thinks  she  can  keep  house  without  naval  stores  —  But  she  won't 
think  so,  after  hearing  today's  report,  unless  she  plans  to  live  on  a  desert 
isle. 


But  let's  quote  our  correspondent  directly: 


"The  American  naval  stores  industry  originated  some  330  years  ago,  in 
Nova  Scotia.     It  has  moved  to  the  southern  part  of  the  United  States;  it  has 
changed  its  name  from  'turpentine  farming'   to  'naval  stores  industry',  and 
changed  its  original  purpose  from  providing  pitch  and  pine  tar  for  calking 
ships,  to  supplying  rosin  and  turpentine  for  everyday  use. 

"Our  turpentine  and  rosin  now  come  from  the  gum  of  the  long  leaf  yellow 
pine  tree  that  grows  in  the  South,  and  from  the  stumps  of  such  pines  which 
have  been  cut  for  lumber.     For  more  than  a  hundred  years,  the  South  has  been 
the  world1 s  largest  producer  of  turpentine  and  rosin  —  a  Uo  million  dollar 
crop  that  employs  about  50,000  people.     The  output  for  last  season  amounted 
to  more  than  2  and  a  quarter  million  barrels  of  rosin  and  over  a  half  million 
barrels  of  turpentine. 
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"Now  —  since  naval  stores  are  no  longer  used  for  calking  wooden  ships, 
what  are  they  used  for?    One  of  the  principal  uses  of  rosin  is  for  sizing 
paper.     The  'size'  makes  the  paper  fihers  water-resistant,  and  keeps  the  ink 
from  spreading.    Another  major  use  i.s  in  making  varnishes.     Rosin  can  he  com- 
hined  with  lye  to  make  soap;  yellow  laundry  soap  contains  such  saponified 
rosin.     Rosin  is  used  in  making  printing  ink,  and  there's  rosin  in  linoleum, 
sealing  wax,  rubber  goods,  greases,  and  insulating  compounds.     The  tips  of 
matches  are  impregnated  with  rosin. 

'"Now,   turpentine.     The  main  use  is  in  the  manufacture  a.nd  thinning 
of  paints  and  varnishes.     But  turpentine  is  also  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
other  polishes;  also  as  an  insecticide.     It  serves  as  a  chemical  raw  material 
for  making  synthetic  camphor,  which  is  extensively  used  as  a  plasticiser 
(softener)   in  the  cement  which  holds  together  the  layers  of  glass  in  what 
is  known  as  'safety'  glass.     Most  automobiles  are  now  equipped  all  around 
with  such  'safety'  glass.     Turpentine  is    used  in  making  disinfectants,  lini- 
ments, poultices,  medicated  soaps,  ointments,   some  synthetic  perfumes,  inter- 
nal remedies.     'Spirits  of  turpentine'  has  a  place  of  honor  in  many  family 
medicine  chests. 

"Eight  States  in  the  South  produce  more  than  three-fifths  of  the  world 
supply  of  naval  stores.     These  States,  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  are 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  South  Carolina,  Mississippi,  Louisiana.,  Texas,  and 
North  Carolina. 

"According  to  Dr.  Henry  G.  Knight,  Chief  of  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  Chemistry  and  Soils,  the  depression  and  overproduction  put  the  naval  stores 
industry  in  had  shape  for  a  while,  hut  there  is  now  an  increasing  interest 
in  the  whole  naval  stores  program.    Briefly,  there  are  perhaps  a  million  people 
in  all  who  take  part,  directly  or  indirectly,   in  the  work  and  profits  of  pro- 
ducing naval  stores. 

"Four  or  five  years  ago,   Congress  authorized  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  stores  experiment  station,  where  chemists  and  engineers  could  help  the 
turpentine  farmers  solve  their  problems.     The  first  and  only  station  of  its 
kind  in  this  country  is  in  Florida,  and  its  findings,  according  to  Doctor 
Knight,  are  putting  new  life  into  the  industry. 

"And  now,  referring  again  to  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  its 
inspectors  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  way  turpentine  and  rosin  are  labeled 
and  sold,  and  also  look  after  the  inspecting  and  grading  of  turpentine  and 
rosin,  as  provided  in  the  United  States  Naval  Stores  Act,  thus  protecting  the 
users  of  these  materials.     Last  year  Government  inspectors  graded  around 
13U,000  barrels  of  rosin  and  1700  barrels  of  turpentine  for  southern  producers 
and  dealers. 

"In  addition  to  the  'gum  spirits  of  turpentine'  made  from  gum  obtained 
from  living  trees,  there  are  three  kinds  of  turpentine  made  from  pine  wood. 
These  are  known  respectively  as  steam  distilled  wood  turpentine,  destructively 
distilled  wood  turpentine,  and  sulphate  wood  turpentine.     The  Naval  Stores  Act 
requires  that  each  kind  be  correctly  labeled  so  the  purchaser  may  know  just 
what  he  is  getting. 
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"Inspectors  are  always  on  the  watch  for  incorrect  labeling,  and  for 
adulterated  products^     Once  in  a  while  —  "but  this  doesn't  happen  very  often 
a  producer  or  dealer*  will  ship  turpentine  in  short-volume  containers  or 
adulterate  it  with  kerosene." 


But  on  the  whole,   concludes  today's  report,  officers  of  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  find  that  most  producers  and  dealers  in  the  naval  stores 
industry  are  living  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  Naval  Stores  Act. 
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